	Grade: 8th Grade
	Unit 3 – Looking Back on America

Essential Question:  How does learning history through literature differ from learning through informational text?
	


	Time Frame
	Key Terms

	Suggested Activities


	Suggested Resources
	 Standards



	Weeks
1-4
Weeks 5-8
	Character Types

Historical Fiction

Patterns of Events

Point of View

Preconceived Notion

Plot
Theme

Conflict
	Writer’s Notebook

Article of the Week

PMR

Novel Study:
· Pre-reading Activities

· Comprehension Strategies
· Video Clips

· Note-taking
· Vocabulary

	Novels:
Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac
Choice Book

Videos:

In Search of History-Navajo Code Talkers  (History Channel)

True Whispers (PBS)

	L.8.3   Conventions in Writing
RI.8.3  Analyze text
RI.8.2   Central Idea
SL.8.1   Collaborative discussions
L.8.4     Word meanings and phrases

	
	MLA

Plagiarism
Types of Verbs
	Writer’s Notebook

Article of the Week

PMR

Research Project:
· Posing an Appropriate Question 

· Evaluating sources

· Note-Taking

· Analyzing Research Findings

· Synthesize Information

· Create a Multimedia Presentation
	Novel:

Choice Book
Poetry:
“Paul Revere’s Ride” 

“The Wreck of the Hesperus”

“I, Too, Sing America”

Short Story:

“I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings”
	SL.8.5  Compare/contrast text 
structures

L.8.3   Conventions
W.8.7  short research project
RI.8.9  Analyze 2 or more texts
RI.8.3   Analyze text connections
SL.8.1  Collaborative discussions
L.8.4   Word meanings and phrases


